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OPERATION OF PHE ANTI TANKE PLATCON
2ND BN, 26 INF, 187 DIV, AT EL ANCOR
8=11 NOVEMBER 1942, ALGERIA-FRENCH MOROCCO CAMPAIGR
(Personal experience of & Platoon Leader)

ORIENTATICH

INTRODUCTION
This monograph covers the operations of the Anti-Tank

- Platoon, 2nd Battalion, 26th Infantry, lst Division, in the
Oran Operation, 8-l1 November 1942, during the inwaaionAof
North Africa.

Known as "OPERATION TORCH", this invasion of North
Africa represented the first aggreséive action on a large
scale by the Allies in the European Theatre and was the firat
step toward our goal of eventually invading the continent
of Burope itself, General Dwight D, Eisenhower wa# ap-
pointed Commander in Chief Allied Expeditionary Forces on
14 August 1942 and was given the mission of directing this
combined military operation at the earliest practicable
date, 8 November 1942, (1) To Eisenhower fell the gigantic
task of leading the army, navy, and air force of both the
United States and Great Britain and moulding them into a
single team with & commen military objeetive.

*OPERATION TORCH" was planned and executed at a time
when the entire world situation ladke& gerious indeed for
the Allied cause. As a matter of fact, it was these critical
conditions which necessitated suah_an-operation. The Allies
had hoped to be ready for a large scale invasion scross
the English channel im 1043, but with the Desert Pox
Rommel romping across Egypt to Ale;andria, the German
thrnacht hammering at the gates of Stalingred, and the
Allieas® all-importﬁnt sea route of ccmmunieation serieusly

(1) a-5, p. 2




threatened, it was necessary that we make this diversionary
attnck; It would mean that the major eross ehannel opera-
tion in 1943 wowld have to be postponed and 11 efforis
devoted to getting "OPERATION TORCE" in shape. (2)

By 20 September 1942, after two different plans had
been carefully considered and evaluated, the objectives were
decided upon. Thres simultanecus laadings would be under-
taken: CASABIANCA, ORAN, and ALGIERS, (3) (See Map A)

GE] SITUATION o

Because of our many commitments throughout the world,
and because the United States' greal produetive ecapacity
had not yeot had time to nake itself felt, there was an
acute shortage of everything needed for the invasion,
trained troops, suppliee and equipment, particularly landing
eraft and shipping. There could be no waiting to amass
tremendous amounts of trained troops and equipment hecause
weather conditions, which wounld eoﬁtrihuta greatly to the
success or failure of the operation, were expested by expert
long-range weather forecasters to become steadily worse begin-
ning in early fall, The invasion had o be made just as soon |
as a fighting strength eculd be aesembled,

In General Eisemhower's opinion seven weeks before D-Day,
our chances for suceess in the landings were better than
even, but the chances for over-all success, including the
poesibility of advancing into Tunis, were consideradly less
than f£ifty poreent; (4) From a purely military viewpoint,
the riske were too great to undertake sueh a meve, but mere
(2; A-2, p. 6 and 38

(3) A=5y De 7
(4) A"‘ll P 93




than military factors alone were imvolved. There wexe
political ampeets of the gituation which made it a somewhat
better risk. -It wae hoped that our forces wonld meet little
or no opresition and that the Prench forces in North Africa
would later join us against the Axis. According te the
best information available, there would be only a faken
resistance to the invasion, although this could not be
definitely asceriained. HResentment against the British as
& result of the Oran, Dakar and Syrian inei&ents in which
British forces had ceme into open confliet with the French
made it necesgwmary that thﬁ invagion be made by American
forees with no evidence of partiaipﬁtion by the British, (6)
' In an effort to learn definitely what the French re-
action would be, én ultra secret submarine expedition headed
by General Mark Clark was made about three weeks hefore
D-Day to confer with Premch Army representatives. Unfortun-
ately, nothing definite was learned from this trip. (7)
Since we were counting on the almost unopposed landings
+o help make the invasion a suceess, it was of the utmogt
importence that "OPERATION PORCH® be kept highly secret in
order that there he no reinroreeﬁent of the area by the
Axis, Also, although Spain was neutral, her sympathies were
pro=Axis anﬁ if inférmatien reached her concerning the
‘préposed landings, it could mesn her involvement in the con-
fliet with moat disastrous results for the Allies. (8)
In order to insure this secrecy, a careful cover plan was
formulated intended to deceive the enemy agents as to our
destination., It would be impossible, of course, to keep
completely seoret the faet that we were assembling an

(6) A-1, p. 71
(7; A=5, Dp.
(8 A"l’ Po 93



invasion force, but we hoped to mislead the enemy into
thinking we were planning to attack in the Esstern Mediter—
ranean., (9) Our troops were not told their actusl destina-
tiona but were lead to believe that they were going arcund
the Cape of Good Hope, Up until 1 November when secrecy was
lifted sboard ship, only officers down to battalion level
were told the true objective. (10)

After numercus gonferences by the Combined Chiefs of
Staff and many changes in minor details because of the
harrassing shortages, the following set-up wasg planned for
" the three landings: | |

(1) WESTERN TASE FORCE under General George E, Patton,
Jr., USA. 35,000 American treope would embark from
the United States; landing would be made on the
Atlantic coast of Prench Moroceo; mission would be
the capture of Casablanca and vicinity.
(2) CENTER TASX FORCE under Major General L, R.
Fredendall, USA, 39,000 American troops would
leave from England; landing would be made on the
Mediterranean cosst of Algeria: mission would be -
the capture of Oran and airfields in the vieinity,
(See Annex A)
- (3) EASTERN TASK PORCE under Major General C. W. _
- Ryder, USA. 33,000 British and American troops would
leave from Englend; would land on the Mediterranean

coast of Algeriam; mission would be the capture of
the city of Algiers and airfields in the vicinity.

(See Map 4) |
Raval plans for the operation included a covering force based

on Gibralter to protect from French and Italian Mediterranean
fleets, mnother off the Azores to provide cover for the
Casablanca assault, and the three con#nys; In one of the
greatest armadas of all time, some 173 ships of war from
battleships to corvettes were assembled, not counting assault
loaders and carge vessels, hoapital'shipa, landing craft,
ete, (11) |

9) A-b, p. 21

10) Personsal knowledge
(11) A-6, p. 10




PLANS OF CENTER TASK FORCE
11 CORPS, operating as CENTER TASK PORCE, was comprised
of:

1st Divisiun: 2g£ %g'aﬁg ;géc;% FORCE®

Combat Command "B", let Armored Division: g
lst Rangers :

24 Bn, 5034 Parachute Infantry

various supporting units.

"GREEN PORCE"
"RED FORCE®

Under the naval command of Admiral Thomas froubridge, RN,
approximately 50 British transports plus a British escort of
some 50 naval vessels led by the Battleship HMS Rodney would
transport the troops from England to Oran. (See Annex i)

CENTER TASK FORCE would land at H-hour on D~-day, 0100
hoﬁxs, 8 Hovember 1942, In the capture of Oran, plans were /5‘
made for a reinforced encirclement, with let Diviaion forces c\\)
~ under the command of Major General Terry Allen, USA, making \QL\
up the inner cirecle. "% FORCE" would land at "Z BEACH" .
(ABZEU) and attack ORAN from the east. *Y PORCE" would land -
8t "Y BEACH" (LES ANDALOUSES), seize the western heights y
dominating the c¢ity and attack ORAN from the west. Along 5;;
with these two simultaneous attacks from the east and west, s -
parachute battalion would be landed at H-hour at LA SENIA
AIRPOR?T to the south of ORAW, Constituting the outer rein-
forcing eirele, "RED PORCE" would land on "Z BEACH® after it
was secured, swing to the south and enter CRAN from the south-
east, YGREEN FPORCE" would land on "X BEACH" (MERSA-BOU-ZEDJAR),
seoure the beach, and attack ORAN from the southwest.

A task force "RESERVIST® ceonsisting of the 34 Bn, 6th
Armored Infantry, was given the mission of executing an

attack on the Port of Oran itself and preventing the scuttling




of any merchaht‘ships there at the time., The miseion was
ungucceasful however; both ships in the task force were
sunk by port defenses aﬁd most of the men were loat; {13)

From the beginning of September wntil the middle of
Oetober, commanders and sfaffs.wha haed been informed of
®OPERATION TORCH® worked on their plans whioh had to cover
the most minute details. The Diviasion was located at thia
timg in Scotland where the men were continuing to receive
training, Although this would be the first aetual combat
these men had seen, mpst of them, prior to going to England,
had taken parf in the amphibious naneﬁvera held on the |
eastern coast of the United States. A final amphibious ex-
ercise kmown as "MOSSTROOPER® was underteken in the locks
0f Scotland on 18 QOctober, which was intended to duplicate
as much as peesible the conditions which would be encountered
in the invasion iteelf. On 26 October at 2100 hours the
main c¢convoy sailed from Greenock, Scotland, Beereej was
lifted on 1 November and from that time until D-Day, maps
and details of the landing were studied intensively by every
officer and man, (14)

Although there were ne Axis troops reported in the Oran
area, Intelligence reports indicated that on D-aay\theré
would be nat.less than 5,500 Freneh troops immediately avail-
able and organized as infantry, mechaniged cavalry, artillery
and supporting units. On D+1l, an additional 2,000 could be
put into action and by D45, approximately 12,000 troops
could be mustered by the Prench. (15) (See Annex B)

513; A-5, p. 11

14) Personal kmowledge
(15) A"'Gj P. 17




_ In general they'wera poorly equipped with only a fair
amount of training, but they did have the bemefit of
professional leadership., The Prench troops im the Oren and
Casablancs. areas were expected to resist more than those in
the Algiers area. The French nawj which was embittered
because of the shelling of the Prench fleet at Oran was
reported to have 14 destroyers, 8 submarines, and a battleship
based at Oran and ready for action, Prench coastal batteries
were definitely expected to put up a stiff resistance. Their
guns were set up protecting the harbér and bay of Oran and
were manned by elements of the French Msrines. (16)

A speeial effort wae made to take the perf facilities of
Oran before any demolition work was acecmplished, because these
facilities would be of vital importance in the logistical
‘suppert of the invasien troops. A 45=day reserve waa to be.
carried with the invasion and if destrictien of the docks
eoula be prevented, they could be used for the unlaading of
ships bringing in farther suppliea. (17) '
TERRAIN AND CLINMATE

Photographs made by suhmarincs were halpful in determin-

ing in advance what type of shoreline could be expsocted around
Oran, It was found that with the exception of three fairly
good beaches, the coatal line in the area ls made up of rooks
riging abruptly from the water and is eampietely unsuited for
landing, | ,

Starting from the easternmost point in the area:

ARZEU BEACH, 25 miles east of ORAN, 1s the largest
and best of the thres heaches.

LES ABDALOUSES, 15 milees west of ORAN, situated
in a small gulf formed by CAPE LINDLES and CAPE
FALCON, the latter having large coastal defense

(17) A-2, p. 97
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guns on its point; a flat beach extending 1,000
yards along the shore and 50 yards inland; opening
onto generally flat farming country; about 10
miles inland is & dorsal range extending all the
way to ORAN, ‘

MERSA-BOU-~ZEDJAR, 30 miles weat of ORAN, located
at CAPE FIGATO.

ORAN is the second largest city in Prenoch North Africa
with a pre~war population of 200,000; Forming s semi-circle
around the city on the western and southwesiern sides is g
large group of mountainous hills} Overlooking the o¢ity and
one of the highest of the group is DJEBEL MURDJADJIQ, some
2,000 feet in height, The SEBKREA is o salt marsh which was
expected to be covered wiih about two feet of water at fhia
time. (18) (See Map B) -

It was expected that the weather at this time of year
would be rainy with moderately cool femperatures. The
chances were estimated to be four to one in‘faver of finding
practicable landing conditions., (19)

DISPOSITION AND PLANS OF REGIMENT AND BATTALION

CT 26 was under the command of Brigadier Géneral Te&dy
Roosevelt until after the landing had been completed and
communication facilitiee established ashore. The Commanding |
Officer of the Regiment was Colomel Aleck N. Stark, Jr.
According to the plans for the landing, 3d Pattalion would
land on "Y WHITE BEACH" on the left of 2nd Battalion and
would take the town of BOU SFER. It would then drive toward

- ORAN, first taking the heighte of DJEBEL MURDJADJIO west of

ORAN. 2nd Battalion, less G Company, wonld land on *Y GREEN
BEACH" simultaneously with 3rd Battalion and proceed to its
objective, AINE EL TUBK. Arter ¢learing ATNE EL TURK it was
to drive northward toward CAPE FALCON and capture the coastal

A 18; A-6, p. 12
- /(19

A~2, p. 86
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defenée guna located there. 1lst Battalion would land in
reserve and would follow 3d Battalion unless otherwise
ordered. (20) (See Map B)

¢ Gompany, with the 2d Battalion Anti Tamk Platoon at-
faehed, was to land, re-organize; and strike southweat to
EL ANCOR. After ithe capture of EL ANCOR communication wires
leading out of the town were to be out. With the assistance
of the anti tank jlataon it would them organize a defensive
position astride a road leading southwest from EL ANCOR and
prbtect the rear of CF 26, (21) '
SITUATION OF I7% OR

On 19 October 1942 the Battalion Commender and S-3
ordered the 24 Battalion Anti Tank Platoon from its locatlon
‘at Inveraray, Scotland, to a small staging area Jjust outside
of Greepock, Scotland., Prior to 1§aving the Battalion, the
2d Battalion Anti Tank Platoon Leader was informed that a
landing would be mede; destination of the landing was not
‘given. A sketch of the route that the platoon would take wpon
arrival at the beach to the objective was given. No other
information was given and the platoon leader was instructed
that none of this information was to be passed along to the
‘men until he received word while on the ship to do so., Sealed
orders containing complete details of the landing would be
given to the platoon leader abeard ship. (22)

At the staging aréa the main effort of the whole platoon
was put in water-proofing the 4 quarter-ton vehieles and the
four 37-mm. guns that were to be earried in the invasion,
Clothing and other equipment was checked and replaced or _
brought up to etandard. Arteg remaining in the staging area
E20) 4=6, p. 16 :

21; A-~4 and personal knowledge
(22) Personal knowledge
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for two days, the platoon was ordered em a British freighter
named HMS Clen MacTaggart., This freighter carried, in ‘
addition to the anti tank platoon, great quantities of
gmmunition and other vehicles whieh were to be used by OT 26.

The platoon was at full strength, 36 men and one officer.
Phe platoon was well trained in the use of the 37-rmm., gun
with which it was equipped, and hﬁving received extensive
training both in the United States and England, was at the
peak of efficiency at this time, The average length of time
the men had been in this platonn-was about four years. (23)

On 21 September the convoy of which this ship was a
part, sailed from Greenock, Scotland., This convey was made
up of supply ahipa which were mush slower than the transports
which carried the main body of troops, Therefore, to keep
from slowing down the faster ships, this convey left earliex
and it was planned that the faster ships would overtake it
and both conveys would unite on the Mediterranean side of
Gibralter. (24)
PLANS OF THE ANTI TANK PLATOON

At noon of 1 November 1942 the platoon leader was
direeted to report to the captain of the freighter in his

cabin, At this time sealed orders were received containing
the following information: mission of the platoonm, pldace of
landing, the pasawurd‘(“HI HO SILVER") and the countersigm
(“AWAY"), & sketeh of the route to the objective, a submarine
photograph of the shore line and instructions that the snti_
tank platoon would be attached to & Company, 24 Battalion
(this was the first knowledge on the part of the platoon
leader that the platoon would be attached to & Company ), and

(233 Personal knowledge
(24) Personal knowledge



instruetions to report to the Company Commander of ¢ Company
at the CP at EL ANCOR as soon as possible after landing.

There was no information given as to the terrain in and
around the ebjautivn; expeoted weather conditioms or phase
of the moon at the time of the landing. No information was |
given as to the expected étrength of the enemy although. it
was atated that the landing probably would be unopposed and
the men were to be instrueted not to fire unless fired upon.

The mission of the platoon was to establish and secure
a8 road block approximately ome half to’one mile southwest of
EL ANCOR, thus securing the right flank of the beach and
protecting the rear of CT 26. The platoon was to land at
H+24 hours on "Y GREEN BEACH" and would follow a route which
would insure that if ¢ Company had not reached its objective
it would be contacted along this road. (25) (See Map O)

Transportation would consist of two British LOT's which
provided the exget amount of Toom in each to carry two
vehicles, two 37-mm, guns and a section of men, The platoon
wae divided into two sections end while aboard the ILOT's the
first section would bé under the command of the platoon leader
and the pecond section undér the command of the platoon sergeant.
The boats were ocarried one on each s8ide of the freighter and
were to be launched a few miles from shore Just prior to their
. use, Upon completicn of the launching and loading of both LG
boats, they were to rendevéus in the vicinity of the front of
the freighter at about 0200 hours end proceed abreast to the
beach to arrive at 0230 hours. After reaching the beach each
section was to clear the beach as soon as peasible and rendevous
at a point about 300 yards away from the beach and off to the
right of a dirt road. There the plafoon would assemble anﬁ
(25) Personal knowledge

13




proceed in a column 30 yards between each vehicle and follow
-the prescribed route. Upon reaching EL ANCOR the platoon .
leader would report to the Company Commander, G Company, and
from there would proceed to the objective.

Due to the lack of knowledge of the terrain, not heving
access to a map, general areas were given for each gun's
poaition, Prior to taking these positions, however, seetion
leaders were to repert to the platoon leader who would be
located on the left flank of the road block and receive further
instructions concerning the exact location of the gun positiona.
' Orders were given ngt-to fire unless fired upon., Each
man was instructed to losd and lock his individual weapon. (26)
PINAL PREPARATIONS FOR THE ACTION

The ﬁorning of 7 Hovember 1942 wﬁa spent in checking ail
vehiclea to be used in the invasion, The vehicles had
previously been combat 1oaded, each having 100 rounds of 37-
pm, smmunition (70 AP and 30 HE), two S-gallon cana of water,

a full tank of gasoline plus two 5-gallon oans, end two cases
of C rations. The vehicles were alsc checked tc see that all
water-proofing was still in good shape, radiatoer full, all
tires on the vehicles and guns in good shape, and minor ad-
justments made on tuning up the vehicles.

The afternoen wae spent in checking the men's equipment
and issuing rations. Each man received two days' D ration and
one day's C ration, and in addition carried two canteens of
water, two bandoliers and a rifle be;t of empunition, mees
equipment, necessary personal tollet articles and sdditional
clothing. Wﬁte:—preofaé gas masks were also earried., The
total amount that each man carried was approximately 48 pounda,

The rest of the afternoon was spent in checking to see

'that eaeh man knew the routs. to the ob;ectlve, the password
{26) Personal al Enowledge
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and countersign, the tentative position of his 37-mm; gun
and understood that he was net to fire unless fired npun;

The platoon leader gave the platoon sergeant inatructions.
that the men wonld be awskened at 0030 hours, 8 November,
and served a hot meal, At 0130 hours the men were to be
up on deck and ready to assist in loading the LC boate and
then board the boats themselves. Any last minute,instructiana
would be given at this time. (27) '

NARRATION
PREPARATIONS FOR LANDING

At 0030 hours, 8 November 1942, the platoon leader went
below to the living quarters of the men and checked with
the platoon sergeant, Sgt. Lapham, to see that all men had
been awekened., They had been awakened and the majority
of the men had gone forward and were eating their last hot
meal for a long time to come, The platoon sergeant was in-
gtructed that the platoon, which was to be split into two
geetions until after the landing, was to assemble on the
port and starboard sides of the freighier beside the nets
where they would embark from the freighter to the LC boats.
There they would set'aside'their equipment and await further
instructions.

The platoon arrived on the loading deek at 0230 houre,
and after unloading their personal equipment were assembled
for a final briefing by the platoon leader. After again
giving instructions about the landing, ecovering the most minute
details, a short pep talk was given the men., The importance |
of the mission was emphasized, and the necessity of making a
success of the landing was brought out. The men were reminded
of the pasaword and countersign and also of the faet that they

(27) Personal knowledge
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were not to fire unless fired upon. Although the men were
somewhat tense and anxious, they seemed to be looking forward
to getting atarted{thns.ending the suspense which had been
“bullding up since back in Scotland.

Upon contacting the naval captain, it was learmed that
the freightef would be about a half hour late in reaching
the assigned position in the convoy where the LC boats
were to be launched., At 0400 hours the captain informed
the platoon leader that the freighter had reached its
position and that the LC boats would be lsunched at this
point. Thernight'waa piteh black with absolutely no moon.
The direction of the beach could be'aaeertaiﬁed‘only_by
the sound of the breaking of waves which could be heard in
the silence of the night, There was nothing to indicate
that an invasion force had been landed here just a few
hours previously, The weathar was not cold, but the sgea was
extremely rough, making it very difficult to launch the IC
boats into the water, Finally after about fifteen minutes of
manipulation the boats on each side were launched and were
tied fore snd aft to a large rope which extended completely
around the freighter jus# above water level,

Upon receiving word that the boats had been launched and
were tied to the freighter, one squad of men with all their
personal equipment boarded each LC boat and asssisted in the
* loading of the vehicles and guns assigned their bost., After
corpleting the loading of the vehicles and gunas, the other
squad of men went down the rope net and jolned the first squad
in the boat. (28) |

At this time the platoon leader checked to see that both

boats were losded end saw that the one on the starboard side

(28) Personal kmowledge
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under the command of the platoon sergeant had cast off and
was heading forward to the rendevous area, The XC boats
were piloted by Canadlan sailors who had taken part as
pilots for LC boats in the Dieppe raid. The platoon leader:
then entered the other LC boat and orders were given to cast
off from the freighter., At thie time difficulty was en~
countered in untying the ropes holding the LC bost to the
freighter due to the fact that the water had soaked the knots
in the ropes. It was difficult to catch hold of these ropes,
much lese untie them, because the force of ;he high waves
caused the IC hoat to sway continuously toward and away froé
the freighter. Finﬁlly, after numerous tries the ropes were
cut and the boat headed toward the rendevous area. {29) .

By the time the boat had cast off however, most of the
men had already become sea sick and were lying in the bhottom
of the boat which was covered with water, The motion of the
ILC boat was much more pronounced than the freighter, énd aven
the excitement of knowing they were beginning the last part
of their jourmey into battle could not distract them as much
a8 their sea siclmeses., The battle was in the future and the
sea sickmess was in the present; Gone were the fresh, eager
troops of a few minutes before, and in their stead were men
who preferred to lay on the wet bottom of the boat rather
than make the effort to stand wp, |
THE LANDING

Contact betwsen the two LC boats was made at the fromt
of the freighter and both boats headed for shore, one abreast
of the other and about Sb'yards apart. The boat on thé right
carried the first section and the platoon leader; the boat
on the left carried the second section and the platoon
(29) Personal knowledge
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gsergeant, Since visibility was somewhat less than 20 yards,
only occasionally would the boats come close enough together
to0 be seen, Moet of the time the only way to tell thé
poaitian of the other boat was by the muffled noise of its
engine, There were still no sounds of Ffighting from the
direection of the beach, and this silence combined with the
utter blacknese of the night brought up the doudt as to
whether the boat was hitting therright beach and whether the
other troops had landed. It wes & weird, uneasy feeling,

The pilat.ef the boat to the right, whaﬁ about half
way‘in to the beach, thought he saw a small foreign craft
running parallel to the shore and made a sharp turn out to
sea, This maneuver caused it to become lost from the other.
The boat on the left slowed down its sﬁeod and after approx=-
imately five minutea contact was again made., (30) |

About 20 yards out from the shore, the boat on the left
hit & sandbar but due to the force of the waves was sucoess—
ful in making its way to the shore. The boat om the right
also hit a sandbar sbout 10 yards from the beach anﬁ beeame
stuck, It was decided that it could be unloaded from that
position. (31)

The men gquickly recovered from their attack of mses sick-
ness once within sight of shore, The ramp of each boat was
lowered and the vehicles and guns of the first section (gun
No. 1 and No. 2) went up the remp and on te'the beach without
diffioulty. The first vehicle and gun of the seecond section |
(gun Fo. 3) also reached the beach without inecident. |

However, at the exact moment when the second Jeep and

gun of the seeond section (gun Ko. 4) came off the ramp, a

(30; Personal knowledge
(31) A-6, p. 25
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wave hit the rear of the boat causing it to swing almost
parallel with the shore and suhmergihg the gun and vehicle
in the water up to the top of the radiator of the jeep. The
gun was so thoroughly begged down that the jeep was‘unabla to
pull it up on the beach, and it was evident that it would
take some little time to free the gun and get it up om
shore, 1t was therefore deoided_that to avoid delaying the
entire platoon, the section leader Sgt. Dutton and the gun
crew wauld remain with this gun to pull it ocut. They would
then proceed to the CP of G Uompany at EL ANCOR, reporting
to the company commander for further instructions concerning
the road block,

While the first efforts were beiﬁg'made t0 free the sub-
merged gun, the platoon leader walked forward to locate the
road to the objective. Directly in ffont of the sﬁat where
the landing had been mede, approximgtely %0 yards in from
the shore, was a one-story rock house with a dim light in
one of the windows, Stending in front of this house was é
man wearing a British officer's jacket. (It was later learmed
that this was the Beachmaster, although the platoon leader
had not at any time been informed that there would bé auch
8 person on the beach,) Thé_sketqh of the route to the
objective had long since been thoroughly committed to memory,
but iﬁ order to make absolutely certain of the location of
the dirt road, the platoon leader checked with this officer
after asking him the password, and was informed that this
dirt road began immediately to the left of the house, The
officer stated that it was approximately 75 yards to the
black top road which ran parallel to the beach aﬁd led in
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the direction of EL ANCOR. According to the Beachmasier, the
last group had left about thirty minutes before, _

Upon arriving at the beach, it had been immediately ap-
parent that the sand was extremely soft with no indiecation
of a firm bottom, so orders were given to unhook the
vehicles and guns from each other and the crews aasisted in
pushing them to the dirt road where they were once again
hooked together, The beach was completely barren of evidence
of previous landings with the exception of one American
canteen which lay on the beach near the water line. There
were still no sounds of any fighting to be heard.

Standing near the rock house were a few Arabs dresaed
in their native costumes. Saying nothing, they stood there
with a sort of ealm, detached air and watched the landing with
a curious, nonchalent gaze. They had probably seen the /
previous landings and hed made up their minds ot to be sur-
prised at anything that happenéd. A pile of discarded gaas
masks, enough to outfit a company, lying by the side of the
dirt rogd gave positive proof that American troops had indeed
been through this area. (32)

After the three jeeps and guns had arrived at the dirt
road, much beitter time was made to the assembly point at the
intersection of the dirt road with the black top'road. After
assembling, the platoon leader gave orders to move over the
prescribed route to EL ANCOR. Due to the fact that there was
not sufficient ﬁransportation to carry all the men, the
vehicles proceeded at the same rate as the men on fool. Just

outside the town of EL ANCOR dawn began to break on a clear

(32) Personal knowledge
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sunshiny day, Sporadic artillery fire could be heard,
coming from the viecinity of ORAN and being fired in the
direction of the beach, _

On reaching EL ANCOR, located about three and a half
miles from the beaéh, contact was made with some soldiers
of G dompany and directions were asked as to the location of
the company Gf. On thia occasion the pasaword was againlﬁsed.

The platoon leader was informed that the company CP was
at the court house. There the company commander, who was
talking with the French mayor of the town at the time, geve the
pPlatoon leader instructions to proceed as soon as possidle %o
the road bdlock., Ho additional insfruetions were regelved,
and no time was spent before proceeding to the road dblock.
' CONTACT WITH 3RD PLATOON

The platoon proceeded southwest out of town on the rosd
leading to BOU TLELIS, :Approximately one mile out of town
at about 0800 hours, the 3d Platoon of G Compsny under the
command of Lt, Jack Kirk was contacted. He reperted that
there had been no enemy cbntﬁct in the general area although
it was thought that there was a French armored unit located
in the vieinity of LOURMEL, about 20 xilea_southwégt of EL
Agcnﬁ. He alao stated that units of the lst Armored Division
that landed at MERSA-BOU-ZEDJAR would make contact with the
0T 26 by coming down this road some time before noon, TIt.
Eirk oriented the platoon leader as to the location of his
troops, giving the general aréa in which his platoon was ex-
tended and the location of one light machine gun and two
60-mm, mortars attached to the 34 Platoon. At this time the
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antl tank platoon guns were parked off to the right of the
road and in a2 column with 30 yarde between each gun,

The platoon leader with the platoon sergeant made a quick
reconnaissance of the area and it was found that the road
block was to be located in a small valley sbout one and a
half miles wide. The main and only paved road was a black-
top road which extended along the left flank of the plain and
led south to BOU TLELIS, On the right flank of the valley
was a dirt road with many washes in it and with a two~way
conorete bridge just in front of the 34 platoon area. This
road extended more or less parallel with the coastline, and
via the oiieuitoua routehit followed might evenjually ke con-
nected with the main road running to BOU TLELIS. The ground
from the 3& platoon area forward was hilly and sloped
gradually :orward thus affording good fields of fire in this
area, The valley was planied with grape vines sbout two or
three years 0ld which sprawled along the grounﬂ unsupported,
SELECTION OF GUN POSITIONS

The platoon sergeant was given orders that gun No, 1
would be placed on top of a small hill to the left and about.
200 yards from the main road. This position could cover every
spét on this main road until a turm in_the road carried it
behind a mountain which was about 2,000 yards sway.

Gun No. 2 was placed about 300 yards to the right of the
main road. Thise position being in the valley, it did not afford
a8 good a field of fire as gun No..l, although it was able to
cover most of the terrain of the valiey. It was also able to
cover farther down the roasd where it gradually curved and went

around the mountain,
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Gun No. 3 was located in the valley to the right of
the secondary road and was about 1500 yards from gun No. 2.
It was located on a kmoll overlooking the dirt road it was
to cover., Due to the height of this knoll it could cover the
whole valley except for a few blind spots caused by small arms
branching out from a high mountain. |

As soon as gun No, 4 arrived, it was to be placed in.
depth and in s position about 300 yards to the rear of
gun No, 3. (See Map C) All these positions were in the close
vicinity of the men of the 3d platoon, thus affording an ad-
ditional protection for these guns. (33)
ACTION AT THE ROAD BLOCK

The three guns proceeded to the designated positions and
the men commenced digging in the guns and ammunition, This
was approximately 0830 hours. The platoon leader located his
CP with gun No. 2, the most centrally located gun position.
Instructions were given to the other gun crews that they were
not to fire until they heard gun No. 2 commence firing. At
the gun position where the platoon leader had located his CP,
the jeep was put to the rear in defilade, the ammnnifion une
loaded and holes were being dug. The gun had been hasiily
dug in and the squad leader was at that time busy having his
men dig in the bulk of the ammunition about 20 yards from
the gun, _ |

At about 0900 hours, it was obaerved by the gunner who
wag on guard at this gun that a column of armored vehicles
wag coming down the road approximately 1200 yards away. The
colusn consisted of three armored cars, spaced about 20

yards spart, and two motorcycles., The armored cars were

(33) Personal knowledge
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proceeding by leap-frogging. Since it was known that a
landing was to be made to the iight by American armored
forces, it was thought that these might be American vehicles,
In any event, instruetions had been to wait until fired upon.
The gun crews and_tha 3d platoon weré alerted_and the ap~-
proach of the armored column observed to see what would
happen., Upon approaching within 300 yards, the lead armored
car opened up with machine gun fire on some of the iroops of
the 34 platoon., Immediately, gun No. 2 opened fire, Seeing
that this gon had commenced firing, gun No. 3 immediately N
began firing, getting a direct hit on the lead armored car.

LY

The motercyéliats, one loeated at the rear of the column and
the other just aﬂead of the rear armored car, halted, At
this time all three armored cars halted in the road and en~-
gaged in the firing. The 37-mm, guns with which the armored
cars were equipped quickly picked up the flash of the anti
tank guns snd took them all under fire, Gun No. 3 t00k up
fire an.the motoreyclists but due to the extreme range was .

unable to hit them, The motoreycliste immediately turned

*

ey

around and headed back in the direction from which they had -~

come, e
At this time, 37-mum. fire from the armored cars was

-bé%gf'rﬁgeived on each gun of the platoon; A shot from

gun No, 1 made anethegﬂdirect hit on the lead armored car,

acttingiit on IZ;;:EUA moment after this shot wae fired,

the platoon leader observed what looked like a direct hit

on gun o, 1., A shell hit the ground directly in fremt of

this gun, and because no fire was returned by it for a ghort

time, it was though% that casualties had been recelved.
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It was lesrnmed later that no casualties had been sustained,
due to the armored plate on the gun,

' Gun No. 2 oonbinued the fire fight with the remaining
-vehicles, exchanging from 12 to 15 rounds., A later check
disclosed that this gun was shooting high over the target
due o the faet that the gun had been amgeg in the unload-
ing from the freighter to the LC boat., At the same time,
gun No. 3, whieh was located 1800 yards away, maﬂe 8 direct
hit on the rear armored wvehiecle setting it on fire and thus
- preventiing the middle armored car from going forward or to
the rear, It waz unable to leave the road hecaunae of the
deep drainage ditchee which ran along both sides of the road.

There were iwo men with rifle grenades posted within
15 yards of the road. During the engageman# they fired a
total of approximgtely 6 rounds, one round hifting the f£ront |
of the lead vehicle piercing the‘armared piate and penetrat-
ing the metor, |

The two burning armored osrs asnd the smmunition explod-
ing inside of them sounded like the firing of a battalion
of infantrymen, It was observed at this time that some of
the riflemen of the 3d& platoon had their rifles up out of
- their foxboles and were just shooting wildly in the direetion
of the roise with no specific target. .

Finally it was seen that all occupants of the three
vehicles were out and on the ground nesrby trying to take
cover, Orders to ceamse fire were given and s squad of men
from ¢ Company was sent forward with the rest of both
platocns covering these men while fhey went forward. The

accnpanta-of the three armored cars, upon seeing that the
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firing had stdpped and that a patrol was ocoming in their
direetion, got up with their hands raiaea and surrendered.
There were 7 French EM and one Prench offieer taken priaonar.'
0f these 7 EM, one was wounded. In additiom, there were 2
killed. All prisoners were evacuated immediamtely to G Company
CP. There were no casualties sustained by any American troops
on the road bloek during this action,

Upon closer inspeotion, it was determined that these
armored cars had two Maxim machine guns plus one 37-mm. gun
mounted in each. Qhey'appeared to be of an o0ld type and
1ightly armored with about 3/8" bolted steel-plated armor. (34)

Just previous to the approach of the armored cars, an
Arab riding his smsll native donkey had come up the same road
and was located about 100 yards in front of 34 platoon's front
lines when the armored cars opened fire, Upon hearing this
tremendous unexplained booming noise behind him, the donkey
became greatly agitated and scsred. Apparently deciding that
he could travel faster alone, he threw the Arab and headed
for the American lines at full tilt. He had not even reached
his top speed when the American guns returned the fire, The,
dbnkey, completely losing any presence of mind he might have -
had, stopped in his tracks, turned and fled just as rapidly
bagk in the ﬂiréction of the Premch guns, only to be greeted
with snother burst from them, He continued'this frantic
fleeing, first in ome direction and then in the other, through-
out the engagement, The Arab after recovering from his fell
saw his only.valuable possession ~ his entire foriune - running

back and forth betweenjthe American front lines and the French
vehicles, and immediately scrambled madly after him, He

(34) Personal knowledge
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pursued his donkey back and forth scroses no man's land
numerous times during the hostilities but could never quite
succeed in catching him, After the firing had ceased, the
donkey was recovered by an American soldier, whereupon the
Arab Tushed up and quickly inspected the donkey to see if
he had been hurt, It was found upon inspection that the
Arab had been creased by three rifle bullets which had
penetrated his turban and creased his head. Upon retrieving
his donkey, who was unharmed and scﬁewhat ealmer, the Arsbd
mounted and went on his way to E1l Ancor, evidently consider-
ing the whole incident as being all in a day's Jjourney.

END OF ACTION -

After gll men had returned to their reapective guns,
orders were given that all guns should be dug in deeper and
also camouflaged. This would give better protectien for the
guns and the crews that serviced them if gnother armored
column came up, The trails of‘the guns Ead'been only haatily
dug in on arrival. It was believéd that after thia first
armored column there probably would be an interval in which
the platoon could improve the position before any others ap-
proached. It was also seen during the engagement that lack
of communication between the guns was a distinot diaﬁdﬁantage.
Orders were therefore given to install four sound-power
telephones within the platoon at onoe.

At sbout 1000 the squad which had remained at the beach
with gun No, 4 arrived at the platoon CP, Instead of
agsigning this gun the position on the right flank in support
of gun No. 3 a8 originally planned, it was decided by the
platoon leader to place this gun along the main road and in
depth about 200 yards to the rear of gun No. 2. It was

believéd that if any more armor approached this ares it
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would probably apbroa&h'aleng the main rcad rather than
taking the unimproved road on the right flank of the platoon
area,

_ All was qﬁiet on our front., At about 1000 hourse the
plateon-leaﬁer, who was standing on the top of a small imoll
about 100 yards to the rear of gun FNo. 2, obeerved artillery
shells falling in the vioinity of the beach at LES ANDALOUSES,
Piring was from the coastal hatferies located on the high
hills in the vieinity of ORAN. The target waes the econvoy
which ias anchored approximatelj five miles from shore un-
loading supplies, Fire was also received on the LC beats
that were carrying the supplies from the freighters to the
beach. One LC boat was observed t0 heve received a direct
-hit, ﬁhe fire was guite rapid, and the HMS Ianareh of Bermuda
(the transport which had brought the majority of the men of
2d Battalion from England) received a direct hit aft of the
ship, Smoke pots were immediately dropped between the
artillery fire and the ship, and within a few minutes the
ship pulled :arther ouf to eea., The Britiah'battleship HES
Rodney, whieh was anchored close in to shore with the rest of
the convoy and whieh had been firing at other targets in the
area, steamed ocut of the harbor at this time so as to be able
to take up fire on these coastal batteries in and around ORAN.

Shortly after noon on D-day a squad of enginecers was
attached to the 34 platoon of G Company. Its mission was to
get demolition charges under the bridge located Jjuat forward
of gun No. 3, Thieg bridge was not to be blown unlesa it was |
seen that enemy armor would use this road. It was to be blown

juat prior to the time that they would oross the bridge.
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During the night of 8-9 November, occasional small esrms
fire was heard om the right flank, Onreantactiﬁg the gun
on the right flank, it was determined that it was quite a
distance away. Reports were sent in to the CP of G Company
as‘to this fire, | |

The engineer on duty at the bridge, at about 0100,
9 November, reported to gun No. 3 that he had heard a noise
just on the other side of the bridge and approsching his post,
About three members of the guﬁ orew went forward about 20
yards to where the engineer was located. Upon hearing the
noise agaih, they fired & rounds of ammunition from each
rifle. Ko further noise was heard, so two of these men went
forward to investigate and found a dead-dag with abqnf Bix
holes in his hide. By this time both the 34 plﬁtoon and the
anti tank platoon had been alertcd.' Upon receiving word that
the noise had been a dog, the men went baek to sleep except
fdr the security guard. _

During the day when the Arab children approached to ask
for candy, they would greet us with *HI HO SILVER". They
- apparently thought that our peseword was a greeiing of some
kind and was the proper way to begin a conweréation:with the
American troops. The fact that even the Arab ehildren knew
the password made even the privateé comment that some pre-
caution had to be taken in using it. (35)
RELIEVED BY BEGIMENTAL ANTI TANK COMPANY

At 1100 hours, 10 November, G Company and the anti tank
platoon were relieved by Regimental Anti Tank Company and

reverted to regimental reserve.

(35) Personal imowledge
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The city of ORAN fell at 1230 hours, 10 November,
The 2d Battalion, less G dempany, had taken its objective,
CAPE PALCON, after overeqming stiff resistance from enemy
artillery locsted in the vicinity. After the fall of ORAN,
the battalion proceeded to the top of DJEBEL MURDJADJO over-
looking the western section of the eity. Here at approximately
1430 hours, 10 November, the anti tank platoon joined Head-
quarters Company, 24 Battalien, (36)

The mission which the anti tank platoon had been assigned
had been accomplished. They had protected the right flaﬁk_
of CT 26 near the beach as ordered, During the action at the
road block, the platoonr was fortunate enough not to have
sustained a single casuality, The mishap at the beach involving
gun No, 4 luckily d4id not have serious consequences, The
engagement, oven though it was brief, provided an excellent
example of real warfare for the trobps. They had fired ap-
proximately 45 rounds of 37-mm. smmunition, and in exchange
they could elaim credit for 3 armored wvehicles, They had
made a good score in their firat ensounter with the enemy.

It would be difficult to estimate the amount of damage
the armored column might have caused if it had gotten through
the roed block. There were at that time no other anti tank
gune in the vieinity. If these cars had been able to get
through, they would have been free to roam the beach and
destroy the urgently needed supplies which were then concen-
trated there, _

The high morale and excellent training of the men had
been joined together with experience to form a team which was .
golng to be hard to beat. Phe lessons learned from this
experience, both by the men and the platoon leader, would be
(36) Personal mowledge
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of great benefit to them later. The platoon, now made up

of "veteran" troops was ready for whatever other missions
night be assigned them,

ANATYSTS AND CRITICISM
1. LACK OF MAPS - |

In Scotland when the platoon leader was briefed for the
first time concerning plans for "OPERATION TORCH", he
received a sketch which shéwed-only the roads over which he
would move from the beach to the objective. Terrain features,
other rToads, and any further information which might be
helpful in selecting goed gun positions were all 1ackiﬁg. It
is understood, of course, that due to the extremely secret
natuie of the operation, a detailed map could not have heen
given at that time. The platoon leader was informed during

this briefing that further informstion concerning the
| objective would be given o him with the sealed orders
aboard Shlp. This additional information, however, sctually
consisted of a photograph taken by a submarine showing the
coastline, and = seqond sketeoh almost identical with the
 f#ipst one received in Scotland. The photograph gave a good
picture of the close-in beach and was helpful in making
plans for the landing.  The only additignal information
 given by the second sketch, however, was the name of the
beach and the fact that the road to be traveled fram the
' peach to the road block would be a black top road.

If maps had been furnisghed when the sealed orders were
received, the platoon could have been given a more thorough
orientation, covering'the terrain snd definite spot locations
fdr the guns, As it was, only tentative gun positions could
be assigned, which merely added another unknown to the
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Rany unknown factbra involved in any invasion landing of
this type.

It was fortunate.that the terrain that was to be covered
happened to have high mountains on each flank and small
intervening'hills, thus making it possible to select good
gun positions hastily. The fact that there was only one
good road in the area narrowed down the enemy's possible
avenues of approach to ome, The guns could therefore be
located so as to concentrate fife on this road.

2. ANTI TANK PLATOON SEPARATED FROM COMPANY TO WHICH ATTACHED

Up until the time the platoon leader received the sealed
orders aboard ship, he had not mown that the platoon was to
be attached to G Company. At that time G Company waé leccated
on another ship in the comvoy, and coordination concerning
plans of G Company and the anti tank platoon was imposaible.
It was not known what troopas, if any, were to be in the
vicinity of the road dlock,

' Valuable time was spent on the route to the objective
by having to contact the company commander of G Company to
obtain any further orders., If both units had been together
on the éamq ehip, the anti tank platoon could have proceeded
directly to its objective without delaying{ It is obvious
that if the c&mpany commgnder had not been immediately avail-
ab1§ when the platoon leader reported, or if he had had
numerous detailed instructions to give, the anti tank plstbon
might have arrived at the objeetive too late to be able to
stop the advance of the armored cars. The time interval ’
between the arrivalrand setting up of the anti tank guns and
the arrival of the armored cars was a very short ome - too
‘short for comfort. In asddition, the platoon had to engage
the enemy from its first hastily prepared position.
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3. EFFECTIVENESS OF THE ANTI TANK GUNS

These anti tank guns had been fired many times on the
ranges in the United States and England. On the range they
were found to be very accurate, Targeta wére the éeneral
targets used on any anti tank range, Because the guns were
80 small in size, the men had some doubt in their mind as
to its effeectiveness against vﬁhieiea which were much larger
in size and protected with armor.

At the conclusion of this action many lessons had beeﬁ
learned., The fire delivered by the guns was very accurate.‘
When once fired, however, the flash which occurred was very
easily picked up by the enemy and was 4aken under fire in s
surprisingly short time. The technique which would have to
be used called for firing as many rounds as possible, just
as quickly as poésihia, so that the enemy could be knocked
out immedietely before being able to fire at the flash,

Inasmuch as the men had been ordered to hold fire until
fired upon, the enemy vehicles had been permitted to ap-
proach until within very elose range. Gun No. 1 was then
able to seéure a direct hit on the lead car with its opening
round. This was clear proof of the advisability of avoiding
prematurely disclosing the gun's poaition which would give
the advantage to the coccupants behind the armor,

All guns had been checked before the unloading from the
freighter to the LC boat, but it was found during the engage~
ment that gun No., 2 was shooting high over the target. The
gun showed no obvious signs of having been damaged, butl
after the engagement was over, close inspection disclosed
that the sight bracket had been bent. Due to the fact that
the enemy arrived immediately after the platoon had gotten
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into position, there had been no time to check the gun
before using it in action.. However, had the other guns

also been so damaged, it would have been disasirous, The
importance of checking the sighting apparatus of the guns
cannot be overemphasized. An especially thorough check
should be made if the gun has been transported in sny manner
other than the routine pulling.

4. USEFULNESS OF SOUND-POWER TELEPHONES

The sound-power telephone in a defensive position is
essential, and they should be installed as soon as possible
after occupying the position., If the telephomes had been
instslled immedistely, there would have been better co-
ordination between the guns in the action at the road bloock,
A perticular target could have been assigned to each gun,
insuring that all targets received the maximum amount of
fire, The guns were presented with three targets, and not
being coordinated by the platoon leader, the guns had to be
respongible for picking their own target. In this case the
second armored car was not fired upbn until after the lead
car haed been knocked out,

5. COVER AND CONC

At the time the armored eolumn'approaéhed, the troops
at the road block had not constructed adequate fox holes and
the guns had not been camouflaged, The few fox holes that
had been dug proved %o be so shallow that they did not
provide sufficient cover. The only cover that the majority
of the men had when they received fire from the enemy was the
ground, |

The art of camouflage and its importance had been
thoroughly stressed in training, yet it had ﬁot become secbnd

nature to the men as it later d4id. There were no camouflage



nets or other material available for the camouflage of the
‘guns. These guns could have been dug in, and the mud from
the red c¢lay ground could have been smeared on the guns so
that they would have blended perfectly with the rest of the
terrain, After the action, the platoon leader reminded the
members of the platoon to camouflage the guns, The mud was
utilized, and the effeet observed from about 200 yards
distance. From that point, the silovhette of the guns could
not be distinguished, |
6. USING OF PASSWORD |

Phe choice of "HI HO SILVER" for the password was an
especially good one, being an expression familiar to almost
every American. It was easily remembered and understood even
under the siress and excitement of battle.

The men had been thoroughly briefed to make sure that
all of them knew the password, 3By D-1, it wﬁs certain about
every man in the platoon, .By D+1l, it was equally certain that
any of the enemy who desired this information also knew our
password. In giving ﬁha password, the troops failed to give it
| in a low tone of voice, and on numerocus occasions soldiers
eould be heard in the distance shouting the password. The
men were not experienced in combat and they felt the uncertainty
of the night a grea£ deal when on duty.' Upon hearing the
slightest noise they would ghout it out, not reslizing that
by so doing, they were disclosing it to any enemy who might
be nearby, |
7. SIZE OF THE PLATOON AREA 7

The road dlock ares, which was about a mile across, was
too great an area.for a2 platoon of infantry and a platoon

of anti tank guns to cover sdequately. Because it was likely
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that the enemy would aspproach on the right side via the
| better road of the two roads available, the troops had to be
dieposed so tha# the great majority of them were on the right
flank, Thig left big gaps in the left flank.

There was no depth to the rifle platoon area or the anti

tank platoon area. Gun No. 4 being placed to our rear did
give sdme depth to the right hand side, but this did not oceur
until after the action was over, If another platoon plus 5 .
more anti tank guns had been available, it would have been an
jideal position, having depth and adequate coverage of the
'approachea to the front, The iﬁportanee of this road block
| warranted additional infantry troops and anti tank guns.

SSONS
1. Om lanQEgﬁ_gpg;aiigng‘_ggequata maps should be made avail-
a——— T T A T o

able down g end should be of a secale large

enough to permit the making of detailed plans.

2. To aeoure maximum coordznation in an amphibious 1and1ng,

. *"me“m vvvvvv T A U T s S B e il Sl SULTHIE I o e,
h o e,

a unit should be with all its attachments during the voyaga,

< el g,

and Yogether or in close contact during the landing. - "

3, When operating & 37-mm. gun in a defemsive position and
the enemy approaches, it is advisable to walt antil the armor
is between 200 and 40§ yards away from youf position, opening
with rapid fire. |

4, When the anti tank platoon is in the dafense, the aound»

i TS R Sl o e g e ST

powar telephunes within the glateon should be with

i AN 1 B 7 5 A St Ty

e L

the least practicable dalay after eeeupying the positian.
5. The 1ndividna1 soldier should continually be conscious

A i

of the cover and concealment of hlnsalf and the crewW=
U —— YR L e

serviced weapons in his squad.

6. Gontinual precautions should be takXen in connecticn with

- FF T
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the use of the password, alwaya giving it in as low a tone

of voioe as posslble.

7. When the area to be covered is large, sufficient forces

.

Wb e -

aheuld be assigned this area to permit having adequate N

T e S AR o TN S e AT . —

coverage of the front and depth 1_of the position.
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SHIP:

HHS,
HMS.
HMS.

HMS.
HMS.

HKS.

HMS,

HMS,

HMS,
HMS,

[ I T —— Y S — e S v e

TRANSDIV, 18
(Combat Team 18)
FRINCIPAL ASSAULT UNIT:
ROYAY: ULSTERNAN :
ULSTER MONARCH lat Ranger Batialion
ROYAL SCOTSMAN
REINA DEL PACIPICO) Division Headquarters; CT 18
- Headquarters; Bd-Ba%talion,
18th Infentry CT.
TEGELBERG) 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry CT
ETTRICK) 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry CT
TRANSDIV, 16
(Combat Team 16)
WARWICK CASTLE) Division Artillery Headquarters;
CT 16th Inf Headgquarters;
34 Battaion, 16th Inf CT
DUCHESS OF BEDFORD) lst Battalion, 16th Inf CT

2d Battalion, 1l6th Inf ¢

TRANSDIV, 26

(Combat Team 26)
MONARCH OF BERMUDA) Assistant Divieion Commander;
| Headguarters, CT 26;
2d Bettalion, 26th Inf GOT
GLENGYLE) 34 Battalion, 26th Inf CT
LLANGIBBY CASTLE) 1st Battalion, 26th Inf CT
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ORPER OF PATTLE (ORAN AND VICIRITY)

1l Battalion
6 Squadrons
3 Batteries
1 Battery

8 Batteries

24 Regiment‘ZOUAFES
24 Regiment Chasseurs d'Afrique
66th Artillerie d'Afrique

Group Autonome Artillerie Metropolitaine
du Levant

411th Regiment Defense Countre Aerunets
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